BOY   KING
they meant to, this was the best, the ideal opportunity, the last
opportunity offering hope of quick and relatively cheap success.
They shaped their course accordingly. They wrote Austria off,
they felt sure that they would have to write Czechoslovakia off.
In September 1938, for a day or two, they kept a breathless watch
on Paris, London, Berchtesgaden, Godesberg. Had they been
wrong after all? Even if they had, Yugoslavia was still free to
come in with the stronger coalition.
Then came Munich. They nodded. They had been right.
They had done the best thing for Yugoslavia. She stood outside
the storm area, the friend of all, the enemy of none; she had broken
no word, offended nobody, betrayed nobody, incurred the hatred
of no mighty raider.
So young King Peter, now three years from his majority, drove
over the bridge at Belgrade, two days after Munich, with a clear
sky before him, a clear sky but for one distant cloud, much bigger
than a man's hand, but still distant.
The policy had been right — for the present. A few years gained
are a few years gained; so much may happen before they have run
their course.
But on the horizon was that distant cloud — the unsolved quarrel
with the Croats in the north, who claimed that as long as they
were denied their home rule the very word Yugoslav, or South
Slav, was a fiction, that there were only Serbs and Slovenes and
Mohammedans and Croats, and dissatisfied Croats at that,
within the boundaries of a state which at its birth had been called
the state of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes, but which King
Alexander, the Unifier, had re-named South Slavia, to give it the
appearance of a united empire of the Southern Slavs. They were
not South Slavs, said the Croats, or at any rate not as long as they
were ruled from Belgrade instead of their own capital Zagreb;
they were oppressed Croats.
The Serbs in Belgrade used to accuse them of treachery, of an
unconfessed longing to see the Kaiser back on his throne in Vienna,
to return to his fold. The Croats, they said, had always been called
kaisertreU) Kaiser-true, in the old Austro-Hungarian Empire, and
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